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letter  
from the editor

who is  
connect?

Hello! Welcome to the January 2016 edition of 
Connect magazine. But wait, this isn’t just any 
regular edition of our magazine. This one’s special...

Having indulged and enjoyed the holiday season, 
now is the time to sit back and reflect on the year 
gone by and the year ahead. And what better way 
than to look back at some of our favourite content of 
2015, chosen for you by the Connect staff. 

In addition, we’ve featured various links to our staff 
members’ social media platforms so that you can 
see what they’re all about outside of Connect (FYI: 
Patrick leads a lavish lifestyle), and for you to get 
in touch. Whether it was the jam-packed events 
calendar, the delectable recipes, our on-site reporting 
from the marvellous Tokyo Game Show, or the Tokyo 
Fashion Week events; let us know what you thought! 

In the December 2015 edition of Connect, I 
mentioned the aspirations and goals of the departing 
and upcoming year. The idea of reflection resonates 
with me as we leave 2015 behind. I think about the 
things I’ve done that have made me proud (and the 
things that haven’t), the lessons learnt, the joys and 
sorrows. And with these memories I think about 
how they have attributed to my being and character. 
Every step is a step taken closer to yourself. Use 
what you can from these moments; be proud, be 
beautiful, be happy. 

I hope the holidays have brought you nothing but joy 
in its various forms (my joys being food of all kinds!), 
and you are now ready for an exciting year ahead. 
You got this! 

A Happy New Year to you.
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New YEAR’s RESOLUTION

I’ll consider 2016 a success if I can rack up fifty days 
of snowboarding, stomp just one successful 360, and 
make it down Asahidake alive.

Alexandra 
Brueckner

Food Editor 
connect.food@ajet.net

why is this my top pick?

I love this story so much, since it’s so unlike the usual, 
worshipful, “Oh, the sushi was just divine!” stories 
you hear about eating at Jiro’s.

Not Your Average  
Jiro Lunch

December 2015

social media

Twitter 
Instagram

read  
the article  

here 
 

Teddy Toyozaki

mailto:connect.food%40ajet.net?subject=
http://bit.ly/1XQDUAy
http://bit.ly/1PSg96L
http://bit.ly/DecP38
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New YEAR’s RESOLUTION

This could be my last year on JET, so my resolution 
is to make the most of every opportunity, and 
experience, in this wonderful country.

Mathew 
Cartwright

Assistant Designer

why is this my top pick?

I couldn’t make TGS this year, so this fantastic article 
helped me to overcome that disappointment with its 
unique coverage of the show.

‘300 Thousand People’ 
Joined Your Party

November 2015

social media

Facebook 
Pinterest 

Instagram

read  
the article  

here 
 

Timothy Saar

http://on.fb.me/1SKy5xJ
http://bit.ly/1lKpP69
http://bit.ly/1R5Yp7M
http://bit.ly/1NGSAXQ
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New YEAR’s RESOLUTION

My New Year’s resolution is to continue travelling 
and exploring around Japan, especially to the lesser-
known areas - and Hokkaido!

THEA  
FELMORE

Copy Editor

why is this my top pick?

My two favourite things in one article: animals and 
travelling. Great info provided about what animals 
are out there and where to find them!

Japan’s  
Animal Islands

April 2015

social media

Blog

read  
the article  

here 
 

Simone Armer

http://bit.ly/1XqiDbc
http://bit.ly/1N7RhEg
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New YEAR’s RESOLUTION

Make the most of my (potentially) last year in Japan, 
eat, eat, eat, and go to as many concerts as humanly 
possible!

PATRICK 
FINN

Head Designer 
patrick.finn@ajet.net

why is this my top pick?

Nonsensical name, overwhelming amounts of pink, 
and, of course, great music. This article introduced 
me to one of my new favorite acts.

KERO KERO BONITO
March 2015

social media

Website 
Instagram 

Tumblr 
Twitter 

LinkedIn

read  
the article  

here 
 

Kero Kero Bonito

mailto:patrick.finn%40ajet.net?subject=
http://bit.ly/1J7U3Fu
http://bit.ly/1Qs8MkV
http://bit.ly/1NSo6Zd
http://bit.ly/1NSo7fS
http://bit.ly/1NSo7MW
http://bit.ly/1RAWJm6
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New YEAR’s RESOLUTION

Make more experiences in Japan than last year. 
Make every year count. 

Hiroshi  
Fukushima

Sports Editor 
connect.sports@ajet.net

why is this my top pick?

Japan is famous for its copious amounts of powdery 
snow. It’s Snowtime shows how you can get the most 
out of the snow.

It’s Snowtime 
Part Two

February 2015

read  
the article  

here 
 

Andy Seward

mailto:connect.sports%40ajet.net?subject=
http://bit.ly/1PShNFB
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New YEAR’s RESOLUTION

Having not renewed my JET contract for another 
year, my resolution is to make the absolute most of 
my remaining time in Japan. 

elena 
galindo

Fashion Editor 
connect.fashion@ajet.net

why is this my top pick?

A refreshing mix of history, culture, and science, this 
article tells the fascinating story of the Ama, Japan’s 
lesser known diving heroines. 

Ama
April 2015

social media

Instagram 
Blog

read  
the article  

here 
 

Wikicommons

mailto:connect.fashion%40ajet.net?subject=
http://bit.ly/1HRx5HO
http://bit.ly/21KLgF3
http://bit.ly/1NeEOfK
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New YEAR’s RESOLUTION

Stress less with more pampering and tea parties! 
Indulge my senses via 5Fs: food, friends, festivals, 
fashion, and fitness!

ERICA 
GRAINGER

Fashion Editor 
connect.fashion@ajet.net

why is this my top pick?

A Japanese mystery? Be swept away and find yourself 
in Minami Daito, Okinawa. The captivating pictures 
led me to visit beautiful Okinawa!

Japan’s  
Island of Mystery

February 2015

website 
recommendation

TokyoFashion

read  
the article  

here 
 

Tim Franklin

mailto:connect.fashion%40ajet.net?subject=
http://bit.ly/1Qs8SsD
http://bit.ly/1XQFimH
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New YEAR’s RESOLUTION

My time in Japan is limited, so I want to make the 
most of the opportunities I’ve been given during 
work and during my free time. 

LEAH 
Gray
Travel Editor 

connect.travel@ajet.net

why is this my top pick?

I’m interested in film studies, so it isn’t a surprise 
that my favorite article covered fashion in Japanese 
cinema in the 1940s and 50s.

JApanese  
fashion in film

March 2015

read  
the article  

here 
 

Nippon-Graph

mailto:connect.travel%40ajet.net?subject=
http://bit.ly/1NClH2N
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New YEAR’s RESOLUTION

My New Year’s resolution is to meditate. After a 
brief stint that ended last summer after some gnarly 
bug bites made it hard to sit still, I’m ready to try 
again.

RAYNA 
HEALY
Culture Editor 

connect.culture@ajet.net

why is this my top pick?

This article showed me a side of Japanese culture 
that I knew nothing about. It helped me see the many 
facets of “Japanese culture” opening more doors than 
just tea ceremonies and manga.

AMA
April 2015

social media

Tumblr 
Twitter

read  
the article  

here 
 

Wikipedia

mailto:connect.culture%40ajet.net?subject=
http://bit.ly/1lKq7Kg
http://bit.ly/1XQEmyx
http://bit.ly/1NeEOfK
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New YEAR’s RESOLUTION

Finishing up my last year on JET, 2016 will be about 
farewells and transitions--which means eating all my 
favorite Japanese foods, traveling, and onsen!

CAMERON 
JOE

Community Editor 
connect.volunteering@ajet.net

why is this my top pick?

I’m always a fan of new, funky beats—even better 
if it combines two things I love, EDM and Japan! A 
wonderful interview of a phenomenal group! 

KERO KERO BONITO
March 2015

social media

Facebook 
Instagram

read  
the article  

here 
 

Kero Kero Bonito

mailto:connect.volunteering%40ajet.net?subject=
http://on.fb.me/1NeEn59
http://bit.ly/1HRx8DB
http://bit.ly/1RAWJm6
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New YEAR’s RESOLUTION

Try not to spend January like I did last year: 
drinking too much wine, eating all the chocolate and 
watching too many screaming goat videos.

HANNAH 
KILLOH
Assistant Designer

why is this my top pick?

Being part of a taiko group myself, I can really relate 
to this article. Taiko is all about community, rhythm, 
fun, and being badass!

SMALL WOMEN,  
BIG DRUMS

September 2015

social media

Website 
Instagram

read  
the article  

here 
 

Simona Sampaolo

http://bit.ly/1Ur4sCZ
http://bit.ly/1NCkOHw
http://bit.ly/1jKTxqm
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New YEAR’s RESOLUTION

To stop taking life so seriously and enjoy the 
moment.

AMY 
KOLLER
Assistant Designer

why is this my top pick?

I’m a huge fan of Japanese ghost stories. I felt like 
I was transported into a classic tale through this 
article.

Hoichi  
the earless

October 2015

social media

Website 
Blog

read  
the article  

here 
 

Wikicommons

http://bit.ly/1OsF3nv
http://bit.ly/1HRx9r4
http://bit.ly/1N7RmYo
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New YEAR’s RESOLUTION

To do more of everything, and particularly learn how 
to blog, vlog, and make interesting things happen all 
the time!

JASMIN 
LAU

Public Relations/Social Media Manager 
connect.socialmedia@ajet.net

why is this my top pick?

Do comics count? I absolutely love Mary Cagle and 
Marika’s contributions in the March issues because 
I’m a huge fan of art, comics, and graphic novels.

Let’s Speak English & 
Mary’s Comics

March 2015

social media

Facebook 
Twitter 

Instagram

read  
the comic  

here 
 

Marika Jackson

mailto:connect.socialmedia%40ajet.net?subject=
http://on.fb.me/1LZT61Q
http://bit.ly/1XQEwG8
http://bit.ly/1NeEsFS
http://bit.ly/1HRxytu
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New YEAR’s RESOLUTION

Last year’s resolution was to keep better track of 
my things. This year’s will be to better keep my 
promises.

Keith 
lawton

Public Relations/Social Media Manager 
connect.socialmedia@ajet.net

why is this my top pick?

I’m gonna give some love to Mary Cagle’s comics. My 
students love them too! Put them on your English 
board.

let’s speak english
February 2015

social media

LinkedIn 
WordPress 

Twitter

read  
the comic  

here 
 

Mary Cagle

mailto:connect.socialmedia%40ajet.net?subject=
http://bit.ly/1XQEy0K
http://bit.ly/1Qs94bn
http://bit.ly/1XXi2hF
http://bit.ly/1jKTtqA
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New YEAR’s RESOLUTION

My New Year’s resolution is to write more about 
Japan.

LIAM 
NOLAN

Copy Editor

why is this my top pick?

October 2015’s The Sounds of Sonic Summer is an 
article that a copy-editor dreams of: beautifully 
written.

The sounds of  
summer snoic

October 2015

read  
the article  

here 
 

Daniel Kenney

http://bit.ly/1jKTA5o
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New YEAR’s RESOLUTION

I take these really seriously. This year, up my 
running game and don’t stress out about travel 
plans. One foot in front of the other!

PIA 
PETERSON

Travel Editor 
connect.travel@ajet.net

why is this my top pick?

This was a great series for two reasons—one of 
them being that I love old clothes and technicolor, 
the second being that I can always use good film 
recommendations!

japanese  
fashion in film

March 2015

social media

Instagram

read  
the article  

here 
 

Nippon-Graph

mailto:connect.travel%40ajet.net?subject=
http://bit.ly/1IAXnxV
http://bit.ly/1NClH2N
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New YEAR’s RESOLUTION

My resolution is to visit somewhere new at least 
once a month, be it a city or town or even that café 
that just opened down the street. 

MARGARET 
PICKARD

News Editor 
connect.news@ajet.net

why is this my top pick?

Anyone who has left a pet back home will appreciate 
this article! A great balance of wit, information, and 
cute animal pictures.

the pet  
social network

March 2015

read  
the article  

here 
 

Susan Roberts

mailto:connect.news%40ajet.net?subject=
http://bit.ly/1XQFvX3
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New YEAR’s RESOLUTION

Gratitude is something I take for granted. My 
resolution is to appreciate all that I have, had, and 
am working towards!

rajeev 
rahela

Head Editor 
connect.editor@ajet.net

why is this my top pick?

Simona’s experience with Taiko was a well written 
and thoughtful piece, with great comedic flair that 
never missed a beat.

small women, 
big drums

September 2015

social media

Flickr 
Twitter 

LinkedIn 
Blog

read  
the article  

here 
 

Simona Sampaolo

mailto:connect.editor%40ajet.net?subject=
http://bit.ly/1LZT9e0
http://bit.ly/1IAXoBW
http://bit.ly/1N7QIKA
http://bit.ly/1SKyAYK
http://bit.ly/1jKTxqm
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New YEAR’s RESOLUTION

I really want to focus on my YouTube channel, write 
as many recipes as I can, and take many mouth-
watering food pictures for my future cookbook!

MIRA 
Richard-Fioramore

Food Editor 
connect.food@ajet.net

why is this my top pick?

I’ve always wanted to go there, and now I’m glad I 
know what to expect when eating there!

Not your average  
Jiro lunch

December 2015

social media

YouTube 
Instagram 
Facebook 
Twitter

read  
the article  

here 
 

Teddy Toyozaki

mailto:connect.food%40ajet.net?subject=
http://bit.ly/1m7GgKc
http://bit.ly/1OMbp0R
http://on.fb.me/1IQy9Xc
http://bit.ly/1OQtLvV
http://bit.ly/DecP38
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New YEAR’s RESOLUTION

Cook more. Study more. Travel more. Be open. Be 
proud. Be humble. Be generous. Treasure friends. 
Treasure family. Write a joke resolution.

TIMOTHY 
SAAR

Entertainment Editor 
connect.entertainment@ajet.net

why is this my top pick?

Is it bad to pick an article I wrote? I had a blast writing 
it, and I love what the Connect team did with it. Can’t 
wait to keep working with them.

‘300 Thousand People’ 
Joined Your Party

November 2015

social media

LinkedIn

read  
the article  

here 
 

Rebecca Guttentag

mailto:connect.entertainment%40ajet.net?subject=
http://bit.ly/1m7Ghhl
http://bit.ly/1NGSAXQ
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New YEAR’s RESOLUTION

More of everything, please: laughing, bonding, 
dancing, writing, living. And coffee. Don’t forget the 
coffee.

Jennifer 
Sanchez

Events Editor 
connect.events@ajet.net

why is this my top pick?

A tale of two films: how can they be so different yet 
so similar? Examine how they revolutionized the 
industry. Watch before reading!

battle royal vs  
the breakfast club

February 2015

read  
the article  

here 
 

Trevor Swann

mailto:connect.events%40ajet.net?subject=
http://bit.ly/1OQu35Y
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New YEAR’s RESOLUTION

I don’t make resolutions, but cross things off my 
bucket list. 2016: First half marathon, visiting Kyoto, 
Thailand for Golden Week, etc!

BECCA 
SIMAS
Sports Editor 

connect.sports@ajet.net

why is this my top pick?

I wholly identify with this author’s story. JET is a 
beautiful opportunity to get out there and experience 
a new culture. Don’t waste it.

change your perception, 
change your life

February 2015 (Online)

social media

WordPress 
Instagram

read  
the article  

here 
 

Suzanne Bhagan

mailto:connect.sports%40ajet.net?subject=
http://bit.ly/1OQtRUv
http://bit.ly/1OMbsKj
http://bit.ly/21KMm3u
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New YEAR’s RESOLUTION

My new year’s resolution is to actually try listening 
to all the Japanese pop groups my students have 
recommended.

joyce 
WAN

Culture Editor 
connect.culture@ajet.net

why is this my top pick?

I had never heard of Ukai before reading this. It felt 
like a private glimpse into another, more magical 
world.

ukai
November 2015

social media

Instagram

read  
the article  

here 
 

Derek Macatantan

mailto:connect.culture%40ajet.net?subject=
http://bit.ly/1lKqNiQ
http://bit.ly/21KMDUg
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New YEAR’s RESOLUTION

I resolve to do more of what I love: music, dancing, 
reading, writing, traveling, and making life more 
magical.

sabrina 
zirakzadeh

Entertainment Editor 
connect.entertainment@ajet.net

why is this my top pick?

Checking out old movies, fashion photos, and history 
is always exciting! Working with the full Arts and 
Culture section was a joy, too!

Japanese 
Fashion in Film

March 2015

social media

Facebook 
Twitter 
Website

read  
the article  

here 
 

Nippon-Graph

mailto:connect.entertainment%40ajet.net?subject=
http://on.fb.me/1YVf2Vm
http://bit.ly/1m7GiSv
http://bit.ly/1IAXXM5
http://bit.ly/1NClH2N
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the art issuu

C is a special art issue of Connect that 
will act as a public portfolio for the expat 

community in Japan.

Go to this site for more information  
and to send us your work! 

Submissions are open until March 2016.

http://bit.ly/1IQFbeD


This magazine contains original photos used with permission, as well as free-use images. All included 
photos are property of the author unless otherwise specified. If you are the owner of an image featured 
in this publication believed to be used without permission, please contact the Head of Graphic Design 
and Layout, Patrick Finn, at patrick.finn@ajet.net.
This edition, and all past editions of AJET Connect, can be found online at AJET.net here.  
Read Connect online and follow us on ISSUU.
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