These lessons are not focused on teaching grammar. They concentrate
on using writing, reading, and speaking to practice what students have
learned already. Undertaking these projects means that you must be
able to utilize outside resources. This may mean borrowing from
friends, accessing the Internet or creating your own materials. The
necessary materials are listed at the start of each activity description.

Projects
Don’t forget that all of these activities can be
adapted to fit your goals. Here are a few hints
from seasoned experts about things to consider
when doing projects:
► Gather art supplies – Paper, markers, glue,
scissors, etc. It’s also a good idea to keep a box
handy to carry supplies to and from class.
► Set deadlines – Keep students on track while
allowing them to choose what they want to do.
► Model, model, model – If students are making
posters, the teachers should make one; if students
are required to make a video, the teachers should
also make one. Students need a clear idea of what
is expected of them.
► Focus on the content – Prop making and
decoration are a lot of fun for most students, but
make sure the content is not sacrificed in the
process.
► Introduce project skills throughout the year –
If a project is part of a final grade, give
opportunities throughout the school year to
practice the skills that will be used in the project.
For example, if you want to put on a skit,
practice memorizing and performing new
vocabulary throughout the year.
► Build flexibility into your schedule – If
possible, ask co-operating teachers (the ones with
whom you are doing the projects) if one of their
non-team teaching class periods can be set aside
for the production part of a project in case of an
emergency. Anticipate that there will be glitches
and schedule changes and that some things will
take longer than expected.
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Students use pictures to write a story.
Groups

50 mins

Organizational Skills

Blank Paper,
Timer, Envelope,
Magazines

SHS2

Summary

This activity incorporates brainstorming
techniques, picture prompts, and peer review as
writing tools. Any grammar point or skill can
serve as the focus of the activity. Students create
a character and setting for a story, then use
pictures as prompts to continue their stories.

Brainstorming

Each student is given a blank piece of paper to
start brainstorming in English.

Students create a character for an original story,
listing as many details as possible about the
character.
Students create a setting and list as many details
as possible. It may be useful to provide examples
ofcharacters and settings that students can refer to.

Writing
Students form groups. Individually, the students
are given five minutes to write the first
paragraph, four sentences minimum, of their
original stories, using information from the
brainstorming session. The first paragraph should
introduce details about their character and
setting. Students should use adjectives and
similes to describe sensory details, for example,
how things smell, feel, and look.

Projects Ch 1 0

Give each group an envelope with one photo or
picture per student. The pictures can be cut from
magazines and should be unrelated to each other
to encourage creativity. It is also possible to use
the same pictures for everyone.
Each student chooses a picture, looks at it, and
includes details from it as they continue their
story, adding a minimum of three sentences in the
three-minute time limit of this step.
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Students pass pictures around the group so that
everyone has a new picture. Looking at their
pictures, students continue to add details to their
stories, again adding three sentences in three
minutes.
Rotating pictures once more, students conclude
their stories with the final picture.

Peer Review
Students pass their stories to the person on their
right. They read through the stories and circle all
the similes. For greater variety, students can read
one paragraph and pass the story to the next
student who will read the second paragraph, and
so on.
Stories are handed back to the original author.
Some students may share their similes, if they
wish.

Variations

Have each student choose one picture, which
they will retain for the duration of the activity.
Students then trade and continue one another’s
stories, rather than trading pictures. The results
can be quite funny.

Remarks

Peer correction is a vital part of this activity since
it teaches students to evaluate writing based on
what they have learned. The use of peer review
also shows students that they can both construct
grammatical structures and recognize these
structures in others’ compositions.
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Materials,
Permission

Students are introduced to a foreign
culture through food.
All

50 mins

All

276

Summary

Cooking can be a very educational and fun
activity. Here is an overview of how to plan and
run a cooking lesson.

Preparation

Choose a recipe and ensure that all ingredients
and equipment are readily available. Write out
the recipe in easy steps and ensure that it can be
completed in the time period given. Including
pictures or preparing a sample is always a good
idea.
Take the recipe and idea to your teachers. Find
out when you could do it and whether the
cooking room at school will be available at that
time. Explain exactly what you want to do and
what it might cost. Be clear as to who will fund
the activity, for example, yourself, the school, the
board of education, or the students themselves.
Once permission is given and a time booked,
make another list of everything you need and
obtain non-perishables a week ahead. If you want
students to bring any ingredients, speak to the
teacher at least two weeks in advance. Bring
extras to prepare for forgetful students.
Buy the ingredients. This can be done the day
before or even on the day of the class if possible.
All schools have refrigerators that you may be
able to use if you buy ahead of time.

Projects Ch 1 0
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Class
Before class begins, lay out all of the utensils and
equipment to be used. Depending on time
constraints, you may want to wash everything
before the students arrive.
Review basic kitchen safety and introduce the
recipe.
Cook.
Ensure there is enough time after eating to finish
clean up. All dishes must be washed and put
away. If there is extra food, consider packing it
for the students to take home or sharing it with
the other teachers in the staff room.

Remarks

If you are doing this with a high level class you
may want to introduce the recipe and cooking
vocabulary in a previous lesson. For elementary
students, it works fine to just cook.
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Introduce students to a traditional
spring activity.
Groups

Materials
All

30-50 mins

Summary

Students learn how to dye and decorate eggs in
the European tradition. This can be as simple or
as complicated as you like.

Materials

► eggs
► food coloring
► vinegar
► bowls
► pots and stove top for boiling eggs
► pins for putting holes in eggs if you intend to
blow them
► tray for drying eggs
► newspaper to protect working surfaces
► wax, crayons, elastics, etc for creating designs

►
►
►
►
►
►
►
►
►

Preparation
Find food coloring or Easter egg dye. You can
purchase coloring kits on the Internet, but food
coloring can also be found in three colors in
Japanese stores. This should be purchased at least
a week in advance, as it may be difficult to find.

Projects Ch 1 0

Gather supplies together to ensure that you have
a sufficient amount for the number of students
participating.
Hard-boil the eggs. Place the eggs and a half
teaspoon of salt in cold water, with at least 2 cm
of water above the eggs. Bring the water to a boil
and immediately turn to a simmer. Simmer the
eggs for a minute, remove the pan from the heat,
and let stand for twelve minutes. After, rinse the
eggs in cold water until they are cooled. Eggs
prepared in this way can last for up to five days,
refrigerated.

Decoration

Instruct the students on safety if they will use any
sharp objects. Warn them about dye on their
hands or clothing.
Arrange the bowls for coloring and place one
half to a full cup of hot water in each bowl, as
well as a few drops of color and 15 ml of vinegar.
Planet Eigo 211

If you will decorate using wax or crayons, have
the students draw pictures or patterns before
placing the eggs in the color. If students want any
white to remain, they can use stickers or candle
wax to preserve white areas during dipping.
To dye the egg, place it in the bowl of dye until
the desired color is reached. Remove and allow
to dry before placing in another color.

Variations

In the traditional Ukrainian tradition, wax is used
to create complicated patterns. These eggs are
not hard-boiled but rather blown. A small hole is
placed at either end and the contents of the raw
egg are blown out. This is a difficult thing to do,
but having one or two ready as examples can be
educating. Color the eggs before emptying them;
because they float, the empty eggs may be
difficult to color. You can also purchase an eggblowing pump just for making Easter eggs. In
general, if you are working with an older group,
you may want to empty eggs instead of using
hard-boiled eggs.
Be prepared for someone to complain about the
waste of egg: use the raw eggs to make
scrambled eggs. Make sure you have enough
time to cook, eat and clean up.

Remarks

There are various and creative ways to decorate
eggs beyond simple dye and crayons. Search the
Internet for additional techniques.
If you have difficulty finding or using dye,
consider using natural dyes, such as onion peel,
red cabbage, tea, coffee, etc.
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Newspapers,
Worksheets

Students write an English newspaper
for their class.
Groups

5-7 days

SHS2

277-278

Summary

This is a project that introduces students to
reading English newspapers. They scan and
identify different sections of the paper, answer
comprehension questions, and eventually work in
groups to write their own articles and compile
their own newspapers. This is also a project that
needs a JLT and financial support, and may be
best suited for an English club setting.

Day 1: Introducing an English Newspaper

Using visual aids, introduce an English
newspaper. If doing a long-term project, explain
the project to students in understandable terms,
listing the agenda on the board.
Create groups and pass out newspapers.
After students look over the papers, hand out
Worksheet 1 and encourage groups to work
together. Depending on the students’ level, this
step may require a high level of teacher support.
If so, go over the worksheet as a class.
Wrap up and, if continuing the project, introduce
the plan for Day 2.

Day 2: Assigning Writing Tasks

Projects Ch 1 0

Have students sit in their groups. Take time as
needed to explain the different sections of an
English newspaper. A good comprehension check
is to ask students to find sections or pieces of
information within sections.
Hand out Worksheet 2.
Assign or have students choose their writing
assignment.
Students make group decisions about their
group’s paper, including title, city, images, and
student roles. It may be easier to assign roles to
students along with article assignments, for
example, editor-in-chief, illustrator, group leader,
and recorder/reporter.
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Students hand in progress reports.
If time allows and students are ready, begin prewriting of articles (this step may need teacher
support and can wait until Day 3).

Day 3 and 4: Production Time

Explain the writing process to the students, using
the model below:
► Generating Ideas: Brainstorming.
► Planning: Making an outline and pre-writing.
► Writing: Writing a first draft.
► Revising: Reworking draft, teacher check.
► Editing: Peer and teacher editing.
► Publishing: Creating the final product.
Monitor the students’ progress and keep them on
task. Give the students continuous input and
feedback.

Day 5: Writing

Finish editing and return all articles to students
for final draft creation and publishing.
When students have their final drafts completed,
they can work on compiling the paper with their
group.
Help students make copies of their paper and get
ready for distribution.
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Day 6: Distribution

Celebrate the completion of the project! Help
students pass out papers to one another, play
music and create a relaxed atmosphere for
reading the final products. Select students to read
interesting articles for the class.
Finish the project with a summary of all the skills
the students utilized while creating their papers.
If possible, make enough papers for friends,
family, and/or the rest of the school.

Variations

This project can be reduced to a stand-alone
activity using only Day 1 in conjunction with the
“Scanning Newspapers” activity.

Remarks

Projects Ch 1 0

Ask your school if they will finance the project.
The following are links to some of Japan’s
English newspapers:
► The Daily Yomiuri: www.yomiuri.co.jp/dy
► The Asahi Shinbun: www.asahi.com/english
► The Japan Times: www.japantimes.co.jp/
Materials needed include: worksheets; paper for
writing articles; model (sample) articles
including horoscopes, advice columns, comics,
weather reports, and so forth. Ideally a large
poster-size visual of a newspaper’s components
(for example, the front page) should be used for
the introduction.
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Poster, Pictures,
Example Family
Tree /

Students create a family tree to
introduce their families.
Groups

3 days

Summary

This project is a creative way for students to use
English while making a family tree. It is a great
way for students to practice introducing people
and it also gives them something that they can
keep.

Day 1: Brainstorming
Show the students an example of a family tree.
Talk about the different people and who they are.
Ask students questions and try to initiate a
dialogue about the tree.
Ask students to bring pictures of their family
members to the next class. If they do not have
pictures, they can draw their own or just use a
name.
Practice target vocabulary and grammar points
with the students. Review words for family
members.

Day 2: Production
Hand out a blank poster board to each student.
Have the students draw a tree in the middle of the
paper and draw a branch for each member of
their family that they will use.
Have students paste or draw pictures of family
members to the branches and write their names
and some information about each person. Walk
around the room and see if any of the students
need help.

Day 3: Presentation
Review presentation language and give the
students a sample presentation. Give the students
a few minutes in class to practice their
presentations.
Either in pairs, small groups, or one-by-one, have
students present their family trees in front of the
class.
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Variations

This project can be expanded by asking the
students to include more information about the
people on their trees. Information could include
job, likes and dislikes, favorite food, etc.
For a lower-level class, this can be done in one or
two classes. Instead of using actual photos, have
the students draw pictures. Their family can be
anime characters, animals, or anything they like.

Remarks

Information students can use in their
presentations include relation to the student,
hometown, age, birthday, etc. For example, a
presentation might go, “This is [name]. They are
my [relation]. Their birthday is [date]. They are
[years old]. They are from [hometown]. They are
married to [spouse].”
Ask permission from the school or homeroom
teacher to hang the family trees around the
school or in the classroom.

Projects Ch 1 0
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Students write scripts and act out a
puppet show. /
Pairs

5 days

Summary

Students create a two-minute puppet show on a
topic of their choice. Stories can be made-up or
true, original or adapted. The “Five Lesson
Puppet Show” is an adaptable activity that is
good for reviewing and introducing grammar
points.

Day 1: Brainstorming
Explain the project to students, including the
grading system, and emphasize the fact that a
certain amount of work must be finished within
each lesson to receive full marks.
Give the students a worksheet. Working in pairs,
students decide on a title for their puppet show, a
story situation, mood, and characters. These
should be written down and handed in by the end
of the first lesson.

Day 2: Outline
Students make a storyboard or rough plot outline,
writing down and drawing pictures of the six to
eight main plot points.
The students write a rough draft of the script. The
storyboard and the first draft of the script should
be handed in by the end of the second lesson.

Days 3 - 4: Editing and Rehearsal
Students improve upon their first script and write
a summary for the program. Revised scripts
should be handed in by the end of the third
lesson.
Students make final revisions to their scripts,
rehearse their puppet shows, and make puppets,
props, and a banner for the stage.
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Performance Skills

SHS1

Worksheets,
Puppet Supplies

279

Day 5: Presentation
The fifth lesson is show time! It may be helpful
to allow students to use scripts and microphones
during the performance.

Remarks

Required materials include supplies for making
puppets (socks, cardboard, markers, and so on);
worksheets for students to use while planning
their puppet show; materials to use in
constructing a puppet theater (for example, a
cardboard box); and microphones (optional).

Projects Ch 1 0
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Students write a response to a
prompt in a journal.
Single

None
JHS3

30-50 mins

Summary

Asking students to write daily/weekly/monthly
journals to read and mark is a great way to get to
know the students. It also provides invaluable
practice for high school and university entrance
exams. Also included are some topic ideas that
should encourage versatility in the students’
journals.
In class, give a daily writing prompt.
Have the students write silently in a relaxed
environment. Alternatively, this activity can be
assigned as homework.
Collect and respond to your students’ writing, or
have students peer edit each other’s diaries.

Remarks

Suggested journal topics:
►What does your Japanese name mean and why
did your parents choose it?
► Are you a morning or a night person? Why?
► Do you know anyone who walks or talks in
their sleep? What happened?
► Do you think that animals dream? Why?
► Would you say you are a shy or an outgoing
person? Why?
► Between breathing underwater or flying,
which would you want to do and why?
► What important thing was invented in Japan?
Did it make life better or worse?
► What jobs will computers or machines do in
the future?
► What would you do if you could not use your
computer, TV or cell phone for one month?
► What Olympic sport would you play if you
had the chance? Why?
► Would you like to have a robot in your house?
Why?

►
►
►
►
►
►
►
►
►
►
►
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Students listen and follow directions
to create a unique candle.
Groups

Materials
All

35-50 mins

Summary

Use this creative activity to teach students how to
make their own unique candles. The type of
candle made here are ice candles, which use ice
cubes to create holes in the wax.

Materials

► pot or metal bowl for melting wax
► burner
► ladle or spoon to stir and pour the wax
► container for the ice
► knife for cutting wick candles to size
► cutting board
► wax (white candles can be cut up to use as wax)
► crayons for adding color
► thin candles for wicks
► ice cubes
► candle molds (milk containers or paper cups)
► scented candles to add scent

►
►
►
►
►
►
►
►
►
►
►
►

Procedure
Heat the wax over a low heat, making sure not to
add water to the wax, as it can explode.
Prepare the molds and cut the wick candles to fit.
Pour a small amount of wax into the bottom of
the molds to hold the wick upright.
Add color and scents to the melted wax.

Projects Ch 1 0

Surround the wick candles in the molds with
chips or cubes of ice.
Pour wax over the ice to the top of the wick
candle.
Allow the candles to harden and the ice to melt.
The hardening process takes about an hour.
Pour out the water and remove the mold.
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Remarks

Be aware of all the safety concerns associated
with hot wax. Also, wax can not be poured down
the drain. Have newspaper or paper towels at
hand to sop up any excess wax in the bowls. To
clean out the bowls, wipe them down while they
are still warm or scrape them out once they’ve
cooled.
Have students bring in milk cartons to use as
square molds, but bring extras for any students
who forget.
The candles should be burned on a large plate or
stand, as the wax will run out the holes left from
the ice cubes.
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Students write letters to students in
foreign countries.
Single

2 days

Self-Introduction,
Social Awareness

Paper,
Envelopes

JHS3

Summary

Writing to pen pals is a great way for students to
utilize their English skills and become acquainted
with someone from another country who is the
students’ age.
Search for an agency or use a connection to a
former school to find a suitable sister school for
the project. A school located in an Englishspeaking sister city of your town would be ideal.
You can also take advantage of existing sister
school relationships. Arrange a meeting for
permission to correspond with the other school.
It’s a good idea to tell the other teachers about
the activity in advance.

Day 1: Introduction, Brainstorming

Start the writing process with your class. Advise
the students on self introductions, subjects to
write about, and how to write a foreign address.
Try brainstorming as a class.
Students have 10 to 30 minutes to write the letter.
Encourage students to be creative!

Day 2: Writing
Give the students another 20 to 30 minutes to
complete their letters. Encourage some students
to share their letters with the class.
Collect letters and send them in bulk. If there is
no reply, contact the school or program.

Variations

Projects Ch 1 0

Exchange letters with other English classes in
your school or your town. For lower-level
students, this activity can be reduced to a one day
activity by only asking them to write a postcard
or postcard-sized letter.

Remarks

Students may lose interest if they must wait for a
reply for a lengthy period of time. There are
many pen pal services located on the Internet, so
we recommend using e-mail. Other teachers also
tend to ask many questions, so it is important to
carefully plan the activity before introducing it in
class. Make sure to carefully target the students’
pen pals by choosing appropriate age, gender,
and English levels.
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Art Supplies,
Examples

Students write a timeline and
personal history of their lives.
Single

3-4 days

Summary

“Personal History Book” is a versatile exercise
where students tell their peers about their lives
through pictures and narration. The activity is a
challenging review exercise and gives the
students the opportunity to be creative.

Day 1: Brainstorming
Introduce the personal history book. Ask students
what a personal history book means to them.
Show them an example.
Students brainstorm and choose five things to
write about. Possible topics include: hobbies and
interests, dreams and goals, favorites, school life,
club activities, family, childhood memories, and
so on.

Day 2: Writing and Design
Students make a timeline for the project and
create a storyboard to act as an example of the
book in prelude to the final project. Storyboards
should have a small drawing of each page and the
text to accompany them.
Students work on the final project, aiding each
other during the writing process and editing when
necessary.

Day 3: Presentation
Students present their finished books through a
show-and-tell session. Give observers additional
points for asking questions.

Variations

The personal history book can also be treated as a
research project. Students can write personal
history books for a famous person of their choice.
This can also be a useful project for selfintroductions.
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Students research, plan, and present
their ideal vacation abroad.
4 days

Single

Worksheet, Maps,
Brochures,
Schedule /
SHS2

280-281

Summary

“Planning a Trip Abroad" is a research-based
project where students can plan their ideal
vacation abroad using travel brochures, time
schedules, and real accommodations and
activities.

Day 1: Introduction and Vocabulary
Give a five minute presentation on an ideal
vacation abroad. Explain to the students the goals
of the project, including the research, practice
worksheets, travel restrictions, and the final
presentation.
Hand out the practice worksheet. Introduce the
new vocabulary and expressions needed for the
worksheet and the presentation.
Students spend the rest of the period looking at
various travel brochures. By the end of the
period, they must choose a destination and sign a
presentation list to confirm their projects.

Day 2: Research
Using the brochures, students research their
travel plans and fill in worksheets. They must
choose three places to visit or three activities to
do on vacation. Each student or group has a
budget of five million yen.

Projects Ch 1 0

Check on the students to make sure they are on
the right track. Also check for spelling and
grammar mistakes.
With students, review vocabulary and
expressions to be used in oral presentations. It’s a
good idea to give a model presentation so
students know what is expected of them.

Day 3: Work time
Students continue preparing
presentations for the next lesson.

for

their
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Day 4: Presentations
Start the student presentations. The students fill
in the evaluation handouts as they listen to each
presentation. This is to encourage them to listen
for the answers.
If the class size is small, students can present
their projects to the entire class. Otherwise,
divide the students into groups of five or six for
the presentations. Students within each group
will evaluate each other. Monitor the
presentations by circulating between groups.

Variations

Challenge students by giving them a series of
travel restrictions they must plan around.
Examples include traveling within a fixed
budget, traveling to countries that require a visa
or traveling with children.

Remarks

A successful project includes clear examples for
the students. Hence, multiple-step projects need
to include examples for each step of the project.
It is important to provide model answers for each
step. Don’t assume the students know what to do
next, especially in large projects.
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Students produce a video introducing
themselves, their school, and their town
to visitors. /
5~ days

Groups

SHS3

Paper, Video
Camera,
Audiovisual
Equipment

Summary

Most of what students learn in their first term of
Oral Communication (a senior high school class)
can be used to introduce the students, the school,
and the area to a new ALT, a sister school, or
other English-speaking visitor. Creating a video
project allows students to review grammar and
vocabulary.

Brainstorming

Divide participating students into groups. Ask
them to work on different segments of the video.
Topics can include clubs, school subjects, food,
culture, and festivals. If making a tour of the
school or town, students may want to include
different rooms or places of interest as well as
short interviews with teachers or residents.
Students brainstorm about the different segments
of the video.

Writing and Filming
Students write scripts based on the brainstorming
from the previous class.
Assign duties for the filming of the video, or ask
students to assign duties themselves. Duties can
include filming, lighting, sound, script editing,
narrating, and post-production.
Students must decide the length and content of
the video. If necessary, the teacher can provide
consultation.

Projects Ch 1 0

Presentation
Students present their videos.

Remarks

Showing the video to a new ALT will make them
feel welcome while simultaneously allowing
students to review what they learned. This is a
good project for a students going on a schoolsponsored short-term study abroad trip. Students
can show the video to their host school or host
family to introduce themselves and where they
are from.
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Example
Commercial,
Paper, Video
Camera

Students work in groups to create TV
commercials.
Groups

3-4 days

Summary

This activity allows students to use their
creativity in brainstorming, designing, and
creating a TV commercial. Using a camera to
record helps create a competitive, realistic, and
enjoyable learning environment.

Introducing the Project and Brainstorming
Explain the project and display the agenda on the
board.
Show a video clip of a TV commercial in
English. Ask students to help list words
describing what makes a commercial interesting
and effective and write this list on the board.
Suggest effective ways to design a commercial
and brainstorm some possible topics for students
to use.
Divide students into groups and start the project.

Writing and Filming
Students write the script for their commercials.
Direct students to ensure they keep to the
schedule. If necessary, assign roles, such as
scriptwriter, prop designer, director, and actor.
Students peer edit between the groups. Monitor
student progress and show strong examples of
student work to the class.
Begin video recording groups who are ready.
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SHS3

Presentation
Allow for some time for groups to finish working
and recording.
When all the TV commercials are ready, watch
them in class.
After each commercial is shown, ask the class
questions to check for listening comprehension.

Variations

Have students brainstorm around a specific
theme or themes (such as environmental
problems, food, or even cleaning agents) and
make commercials dealing with these topics.

Remarks

It is important that student progress is monitored
during the course of this activity so the
commercials can be completed in the allotted
class time.

Projects Ch 1 0
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Students work in groups to research
a country and make an informational
poster. /
Groups

SHS3

3 days

Summary

Students work in groups to create posters that
represent different countries and facts about
them. On the final day, the posters can be
presented in class and displayed in the school
hallways.

Day 1: Introducing the Project
Explain the project and display the agenda on the
board.
Present a model country poster to the students.
Explain how to conduct effective research and
show students the resources that are available to
them.
Divide students into groups and either assign
each group a country or allow students to select
their own country. Allow students time to
brainstorm about their project.
Review the explanation of the project and discuss
Day 2. Ask students to bring in resources such as
newspaper or magazine articles, Internet
printouts, books from the library or maps.

Day 2: Creating the Poster
Students research their countries and record
important information.
Students transfer information onto their posters,
including:
► The name of the country
► A map of the country
► At least five boxes of categorized information
► At least one illustration or picture relevant to
the country in some way.
Challenge students to rephrase information in
their own words.
Students edit their work. Give guidance as
necessary.
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Model Country
Materials,
Poster, Art
Supplies

Day 3: Presentation
Allow some time for groups to finish their
posters. Finished groups can begin working on
their oral presentations. Give a sample
presentation and remind students how to give a
good oral presentation using eye contact, clear
speech, and visual aids.
Groups present their posters to the class.
Encourage each group to come up with at least
one question to ask each of the other groups
about their countries.
Give students a chance to review and discuss
each other’s posters.

Variations

Students can present information on any topic,
such as sports, food, music, animals, famous
places, daily or school life and environmental
problems.
To review the information learned in this activity,
use the next class period to administer a written
examination. Look over the posters and prepare
the test before the lesson. On the day of the test,
place the posters around the room. Divide the
students into pairs and assign one the job of
“runner” and the other “reader”. The readers
remain in their seats and read the questions to the
runner, who must look around the room at the
posters to find the information. The runner then
relays this to the reader who writes it down.
Students switch roles after a specified number of
questions have been answered. When everyone
has finished, review the answers as a class.

Remarks

Make sure to have a model poster ready to use as
an example. Access to research materials is
important for in-class research. Ask the school
for permission to use the library or try to book
the school’s computerlab foraperiodortwo.
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If students are having trouble deciding what to
do, assign them roles within their groups to help
clarify what is expected of them. Ask them to
give you a progress report stating who will
perform each task.
An extra day of research or production can be
added between Day 2 and Day 3 if necessary.

Planet Eigo 231

Presentation
Equipment,
Maps, Video
Camera

Students make and record a weather
report.
Groups

3 days

Summary

Students work in small groups to research, write,
and deliver a weather report for a specific region
in the world. Reports may be true or fictional.

Day 1: Introducing the Project

Explain the project and set an agenda on the
board.
Show a video clip of a weather report in English.
Ask students to help list keywords used. Make a
word list students can use on the board.
Suggest effective ways to design a weather report
and brainstorm some possible topics for students
to use. Show students the resources that are
available to them.
Divide students into groups and either assign or
choose a region for each group. Students can
make local, national, or international reports.
Give each student a role, such as writer, anchor,
etc.

Day 2: Preparation
Students research their regions and record
pertinent information.
Have students make weather symbols for snow,
rain, sun, etc. to use on their posters.
Have students write a script for their weather
reports. Challenge students to make a five-day
forecast for their region.
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Day 3: Performance
Give the students some time to practice their
weather reports.
Have each group record their weather reports
using the video camera.
Watch the weather reports as a class and ask
questions about each video to check for
comprehension.

Variations

If you do not have access to video equipment,
students can make weather posters about a region
and present them to the class.

Remarks

Information to include in the report can be, but is
not limited to, temperature, weather, disaster
warnings, regional specifics such as estimated
snowfall or record temperatures, recommended
activities and clothing for the weather, and even
the channel name.
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